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A vision of the future
“How about electronic publishing? Try reading a book on disc. At best, it's an 
unpleasant chore: the myopic glow of a clunky computer replaces the friendly 
pages of a book. And you can't tote that laptop to the beach. Yet Nicholas 
Negroponte, director of the MIT Media Lab, predicts that we'll soon buy books 
and newspapers straight over the Intenet. Uh, sure.” 
!
Clifford Stoll, Why The Web Won’t Be Nirvana. Newsweek (1995).  
<http://www.newsweek.com/clifford-stoll-why-web-wont-be-nirvana-185306> 
!
A definition
!
1. An e-book is a digital object with textual and/or other content, which arises as 
a result of integrating the familiar concept of a book with features that can be 
provided in an electronic environment.!
2. E-books, typically have in-use features such as search and cross reference 
functions, hypertext links, bookmarks, annotations, highlights, multimedia 
objects and interactive tools.!
!
Magda Vassiliou, Jennifer Rowley (2008).  
'Progressing the definition of "e-book"'.  
Library Hi Tech, Vol 26 No 3. 
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Doing it yourself: EPUB
EPUB defines open standards for Container, Packaging and Content structure 
(some differences between Version 2.01 & Version 3) 
!
● HTML (XHTML/HTML5) 
● CSS 
● Image formats: JPG, PNG, GIF 
● Relative URLs and anchors work within the package
Doing it yourself: EPUB
Doing it yourself: Calibre
Doing it yourself: Word-processing
Doing it yourself: iBooks Author
Doing it yourself: Online
Doing it yourself: Online
Doing it yourself: Wikipedia
The Study Pack Approach (1990)
The Study Pack Approach (2013)
The VLE approach
The VLE approach
Jisc: “The institution as  
e-textbook creator”
The research project website: 
Letters of Charlotte Mary Yonge
The research project website:  
Mapping the Gulag
The research 
project website: 
Transcribe 
Bentham 
Special collections: dissemination  
(not preservation)
Sustainability: 
“Give me 
convenience…” 
Some conclusions
• Huge self-publishing potential individuals, projects, institutions (but self-publishing 
non-trivial) 
• Support for teaching, learning and research using media, devices that new 
generations are familiar with: accessible, reflowable, adaptive, dynamic. 
!
• Open EPUB format: DRM-free (but content is not rights-free!) 
!
• Discrete, encapsulated file format built on established standards 
!
• Challenges over compatibility and branching proprietary extensions to the format - 
strive for a stable subset (cf. PDF-A, WCAG, etc) 
!
• Awareness of sustainability & preservation issues need to be built into creation/
publishing process 
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